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[bookmark: _GoBack]Early Childhood and Second Language Acquisition
After learning the first language an individual can develop the ability to grasp and converse in a second language, this is termed as second language acquisition. This phenomenon occurs when for the first time, a child who speaks another language apart from English, attends school. Normally, human beings easily learn a second language at a younger age. However, there is no limitation as one can learn it at any age.  It needs a thorough practice to learn a second language. Some students can learn a new language quicker and easier than others do. Language learners are successful in learning a second language by their hard work, persistence, and self-determination(Saracho & Spodek, 2010).
Language acquisition and brain development
An infant’s sense reacts to its environment during its five months. The infant rapidly, at a rate of three billion seconds, develop synaptic connections.  Whatever they experience during this period is stored in its memory cells. It is prudent that the baby gets exposed to several languages during this period as it eases the learning of a second language. By the end of six months, the babbling of a baby entails all the languages that they have been exposed to in the world.
Sounds and words picked from the environment by a child influences their learning ability of a language. It is at this point that a child gives up their ability to converse in languages that they cannot hear. At the eighth month, there are 1000 trillion neuron connections in a baby’s brain however they begin to decline after that. On reaching ten years, probably half of the connections have been severed, and the remaining lasts for the rest of one’s life. The brain, at 12 years, becomes super-sponge. At this juncture, foundations of thoughts, visions, language, and aptitude are laid. Twelve years into a living, the primary and essential windows of brain construction elapses. Thus it is much easier and faster for one to learn a second language at this time.
Second language learning in preschool years
This is the optimal period of laying the foundations for thinking, attitude, vision, and aptitudes. This happens during the child’s first years of life. Use of the natural ability of the child to acquire a second language during this period is crucial. Both the first and second language are easy to learn. Half of children’s ability to develop language is till when they are five years of age, while another thirty percent is at play till when they are eight years (Maberry. 1993) 
Second language learning is more possible for a child during these stages. Early childhood development programs will be more helpful to children of this age. In its early year of life, a child internalizes and create pathways in their brains that affect how they see, hear sounds, touch and even smell. Developing their senses.  The data on information collected at this early years influences the growth of an individual(Saville-Troike, 2012).
Conclusion
Teachers of children learning a second language have to be good role models of language use as the children are at a very impressionable age.  They can do this by encouraging children to practice the language as often as they can. They also need to reinforce this by speaking clearly and so that they can be easily understood and help expand the children’s vocabularies. It is crucial also for the learners of a second language mingle with their peers who are also learning it. This will help to provide them with a stronger reason for communicating
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